Midlothian Tenants Forum

Minutes of an Open Meeting held in Gorebridge Primary School



On Monday 8th August 2011 

Present: Alex Robertson Chairman, Ian Fleming Vice Chairman, Lillias Reid Secretary, Peter Moonie, Joan McKie, Jessie Robertson, Sharon Dalgleish, Committee Members, 8 Gorebridge Tenants

In Attendance: Councillor Jim Muirhead Midlothian Council Cabinet Member for Housing and Community Safety, Kevin Anderson Head of Housing and Community Safety, Lesley Connell TP Officer

Apologies for absence: Ellen Robertson Treasurer, Margaret Sneddon Tenant Member

1. Welcome:

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Councillor Muirhead and Kevin Anderson.
2.  Newbyres Crescent Discussion:

The discussion began with an update from Kevin Anderson.  He reported that the road in Newbyres Cresent had been built in accordance with Scottish Government guidelines resulting in no pavements.  Kevin and Lesley had met with the Roads Department who explained why they were not in favour of shutting the road. 

The representatives from Newbyres Crescent were concerned that motorists were using the street as a rat run and some were travelling through at 50/60 mph and also that the school bus was using it as a short cut.  A device had been fixed to a lamp post to measure the traffic in the street but as it had been fitted during the school holidays the reading were not indicative of the problem.

Another concern was about dog control and fouling in the street and the need for pavements.  Kevin explained all the activities that were being taken to prevent dog fouling and that there had been four fixed penalties issued in July 2011.

Alex spoke about the chats he had with the tenants in Newbyres Crescent when he was on the Gorebridge Walkabout and that it was apparent to him that the main concern was speeding traffic. 

It was felt that bollards should be put in the middle of the street so that it would no longer be a through road.  Kevin explained the Road Department’s concern regarding access for the emergency services and gritters and that they needed to get the community at large’s feelings about the matter.  Greater consultation needed to be carried out.  Kevin assured the group that he would deal with the school bus issue.







Action: Kevin Anderson

Lillias commented that she knew of a one way system in Gilmerton which had signs declaring that the area was ‘Access Only’ and this worked well.

Councillor Muirhead said that he did not believe that the road had to be a through road but that red tape would have to be cut through before changes could be made.  The Roads Department had intimated that if Newbyres Crescent was shut off there could be more accidents elsewhere the scheme.  He asked if any of the people present at the meeting had any objections to the road being shut off.  Two people were against it, one because his daughter is in a wheelchair and bollards would make her transport difficult.  Lesley had received a phone call from another tenant who was not in favour because of emergency vehicle access.  One of the ladies present said she didn’t believe the road was being used as a short cut, she lives in the old part of Newbyres Crescent and the traffic there is very heavy.   
The suggestion was made that if they had a turning circle the wheelchair user would not be inconvenienced.  
Her father said that as long as his concerns were taken into consideration, he had no objections to the road being closed.

Councillor Muirhead did not believe that ‘sleeping policemen’ were a good traffic calming measure as vehicles can straddle over them.  He went on to explain the Road Department’s priority system which is why they might face difficulty in getting bollards.  One of the ladies stated that even a sign would make a difference as they need to slow the traffic down.

Peter asked whether the Scottish Government’s rulings on street design were guidelines or strict rules.  Kevin replied that guidance and the theory usually works but that Newbyres Crescent was the exception due to its position within neighbouring older street.  Peter felt that the residents should have a say as they pay for the services.  Alex wondered if anyone felt that Holyrood should be contacted direct.

One resident suggested that the grassy area next to the bowling club could be used as a turning point and another pointed out that if the council placed families with children in these houses they must make sure that the area is safe.

Next to be discussed was the gardens with slopes.  Those affected were against the council landscaping the sloped area and then assuming responsibility for its upkeep as they would lose half of their gardens.  It was claimed that the last head of  housing John Burgoyne  had promised that the gardens would not be fenced off.  Kevin was unaware of this and would look into it.  The question was asked why fences were not allowed in the front gardens as this would help prevent dog fouling.  Kevin would ask the Planning Department.  Another concern was the lack of topsoil on top of the clay.  One lady’s topsoil was full of rubble and had an old pipe in it. Kevin explained that there was ongoing legal action concerning this as the topsoil the contractor provided was not of sufficient quality.  
Action: Kevin Anderson

A resident asked whether it was possible for the parking bays to be numbered so each property had an allocated parking bay.  Kevin advised that this would be impossible to police but he would find out if this was possible. Action: Kevin Anderson

The suggestion was made that the tenants form a sub-group to petition all the residents in Newbyres Crescent regarding their concerns.  Sharon Dalgleish agreed to be their spokesperson and liaise with the council members.  Lesley would be in touch with her for an update.  



Action: Lesley Connell
At this point the Gorebridge group left the meeting and the MTF returned to the Agenda.

3. Minutes of the last meeting:

The minutes of the meeting held on 4th July 2011 were proposed by Ian Fleming and seconded by Jessie Robertson.

4. Matters arising:

Peter had asked a question on the Right to Buy.  He wanted to know why Midlothian Council couldn’t do the same as Dumfries & Galloway and suspend the Right to Buy for five years.  Kevin reported that this could be looked at as they now have the use of the relevant legislation.  Councillor Muirhead confirmed that Midlothian Council has not been able to make use of the legislation in the past as the Scottish tnew legislation would still only prevent one house type in one area being sold and would not cover the whole county.

Ian was aware that a lot of OAP houses had been sold to the younger generation, leaving no houses specifically for the elderly and asked whether the council intended to build more one bedroom houses.  At this point Kevin handed out the new Council Housing Applicant Questionnaire for consultation by MTF.  The questionnaire asks applicants what type of properties they want built in the next stage of the new build project.  MTF members requested to return the questionnaire to Lesley as soon as possible as the next MTF meeting is not until September.
5.  Treasurer/Secretary Report:

In the absence of Ellen, Lillias reported that the balance in hand was £124.88.  A request for further funding had been agreed.  Due to staff holidays this was taking longer than normal to process. 

Lillias reported that the door at No 38 Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg had still not been repaired.  She had been advised that this had been reported to the relevant department but was held up due to the trade holidays.  The door entry system had still to be discussed with the owner occupier who was willing to pay a share.  This was also held up due to the holidays.

6. Estate Walkabout – Newtongrange:


Those who attended were:

MTF - Alex Robertson Chairman, Ian Fleming Vice Chair

Midlothian Council - Louise Smith Housing Officer, Lesley Connell Tenant Participation Officer.

Alex reported that the walkabout which took in Mansfield Place, Mansfield Avenue, Bryans Avenue, Beechwood Park and Gardiner Place was in the main was satisfactory with only a few areas of concern.  Mansfield Place only had three tenancies and there were no discernible problems.  Mansfield Avenue had a messy and unkempt garden. Alex noticed loose roof tiles on a council property.  This would be reported to Commercial Services.
In Bryans Avenue the group observed two messy gardens one of which was in a property that was adapted for a person with mobility problems.  There was a brief discussion on the cutbacks to the Garden Maintenance Scheme for which tenants now have to pay for work to be carried out.  The council had been asked if there were exceptions to the rule but it was felt that this would be unfair to other tenants.

In Beechwood Park another messy garden was observed but the group also admired an impeccably kept council house garden.

Gardiner Place presented one last untidy garden.  It was not obvious which flat the garden belonged to so Louise Smith would investigate this and also write to all the other tenants who had messy gardens. 


Action: Louise Smith
Alex noticed a missing bollard at the corner of Bryans Road and Hamilton Crescent.  There was debris on the road so it was obvious a car had collided with the bollard.  

Alex voiced his concern about the resulting hole in the pavement and Lesley agreed to report this to the relevant department.


Action: Lesley Connell

7. AOCB

There was no further business to discuss.

8. Date of Next Meeting:

The next meeting of Midlothian Tenants Forum will take place on Monday 12th September 2011 in Bonnyrigg Public Halls at 6.15.pm.
