Midlothian Tenants Forum

Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th July in Bonnyrigg Public Halls

Present: Alex Robertson Chairman, Ian Fleming Vice Chairman, Lillias Reid Secretary, Ellen Robertson Treasurer, Peter Moonie, Jessie Robertson Committee Members, Margaret Sneddon, Tenant Member
In Attendance: Lesley Connell, TP Officer
Apologies for Absence: Joan McKie, Committee Member 
1. Welcome:

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Minutes of the previous Meeting:

The minutes of the meeting held on 6th June 2011 were proposed by Peter Moonie and seconded by Ellen Robertson.

3. Matters arising:

An apology for absence from Joan McKie had been omitted from the minutes.

Lillias reported that she had contacted Councillor Muirhead requesting an update on the repair or replacement of the stair door and the possibility of an entry system at 38 Dundas Street.  Councillor Muirhead had raised the issue with Kevin Anderson who assured him  that the door would either be repaired or replaced.  He was still waiting on a reply regarding the entry system.  The gully and drain repairs at Danderhall would also be carried out.

Lillias would monitor the progress of the door repair/replacement.  Action: Lillias
Lesley reported that Kevin Anderson had emailed her that new legislation states that door entry systems had to be fitted to common entrance properties by 2015.  As this was four years away Kevin was seeking to bring this forward.  


Lesley had also reported the gulley and drain repairs at Danderhall and these should have been carried out by now.
4. Treasurer’s &Secretary’s Reports:

Ellen reported that the balance in hand was £124.68.  The only expenses required to be paid at present was Ian’s car use to and from the Estate Walkabouts at 40p per mile.

Lillias reported that Alex and she had attended the BEEM Network Meeting on Monday   27th June when the new committee was voted in.  Jim Maryniak had been returned as Chairman by one vote, Gerry Moss Vice Chairman and Sheila Rutherford Secretary.  There were no takers for the Treasurer’s position so it was agreed that Gerry would take over in the meantime.
TPAS had sent some information on some events but as these were to be held in Glasgow and Elgin in Morayshire they were not of interest to MTF.  Tenants Voice Week would be from 19th September and as we had a reasonable success last year with talking to tenants in the council offices, it would be good to do something again.  
Lillias asked for the members’ approval to request a top up funds as the balance in the bank was running low.  She needed to purchase a dongle for Alex’s web access so he can make use of the MTF laptop.  The group agreed unanimously.    Action: Lillias
5. Consultation Findings – Tenant Participation Strategy:

Stephen Clark had produced a report on the meeting the group had with him and Lesley.  He had requested that we contact him with any comments.  After discussion the members agreed that they were happy with the report.  Lesley would report this back to Stephen. 










Action: Lesley
6. Estate Walkabout:
The Estate Walkabout to Gorebridge and Birkenside took place on 15th June 2011 and was attended by Alex Robertson (Chairman), Ian Fleming (Vice Chairman), Councillor Jim Muirhead, Stuart Murray (Commercial Services), Louise Smith (Housing Office), and Lesley Connell (TP Officer).  
The walk started with a visit to the new builds in Newbyres Crescent, Gorebridge.  There was an ongoing problem with motorists and the school bus using the street as a shortcut and as there are no pavements, the tenants voiced their concerns about the safety to children.  Councillor Muirhead advised that the council was considering shutting off one end of the street in order to prevent this happening.  He would wish to gauge the opinions of the tenants in the area.  Lesley and MTF had written a letter to the tenants in order that they can participate in the process and so far the response had been positive.  The letter had only gone out a few days ago so more replies were expected. 

The group noticed that the common grass areas had been fenced off due to a problem with the grass seed.  The fencing will be removed once the grass has had time to recover.  Work was being carried out in the garden of one property which had a steep incline that made garden maintenance unsafe.  The council were fencing off the area of the garden and planting shrubs on the incline taking responsibility for maintenance away from the tenant. Some fencing had been pulled off which was an ongoing problem which the council was investigating.
At the end of the street a bin store for the flats was full of rubbish and an appliance had been dumped.  The bins were not in the store because of the rubbish.  The housing officer would arrange an uplift from the bin store and a letter sent to the residents of the flats.  Vandalism to fencing was noticed and a discussion on whether anti-vandal paint was suitable concluded that it would not be as the vandals deliberately spread it around the area.  It was observed that four other gardens also had steep inclines and that the tenants were unable to maintain them.  Councillor Muirhead agreed to investigate this. Action: Louise Smith and Councillor Muirhead.
The group then walked to Braeside North which has hard to let properties.  The area was in a bad state of repair with abandoned furniture and rubbish in the gardens.  The housing officer would arrange an uplift but it had been noticed that in the past the council lifted the furniture and left the rubbish.  There was also a window with graffiti saying ‘GYT’; Councillor Muirhead would investigate these issues

Action: Louise Smith and Councillor Muirhead.

The group then visited Birkenside.  The pavements required work on them and Councillor Muirhead was aware of this.  On the whole the area was in a good state of repair.

Alex reported that he had visited Roslin and noted that the path at No 21 still had not been repaired.
7. AOCB:
7.1 Future Events:

After discussion it was decided that an open meeting should be held in Gorebridge on 8th August 2011 7.30 pm. – 9.00 pm, perhaps in the Brown Building.  The venue to be confirmed by telephone to the members.  
Lesley suggested that the meeting could take the form of a consultation about the traffic problems in Gorebridge and that representatives from the Police Traffic Department and the council’s Highways Department be invited to attend.  All tenants in Newbyres Crescent would receive an invitation to take part and voice their concerns.
 Action: Lesley and Lillias
7.2 Lesley reported that Councillor Muirhead had suggested that before an Estate Walkabout, a leaflet could be distributed to the tenants in the area to be visited so that they could approach the group with any concerns they had.  Lesley would put the leaflets in shops, libraries, leisure centres, doctor surgeries etc.  The group agreed that this was a great idea.







     
Action: Lesley
Lesley distributed copies of a New Tenant Survey form that would be given to all new tenants to get feedback on how they view their new tenancy and asked the group their opinion on the form.  The group agreed that the survey form ticked all the boxes and covered everything the group had been discussing regarding new builds. 
7.3 Peter reported that he had read that Dumfries and Galloway had suspended the sale of council housing for five years and asked why Midlothian Council couldn’t do the same. Lillias said that she would email the question to Councillor Muirhead and Kevin Anderson.











Action: Lillias 
7.4 Alex reported that he had read that the Scottish Government were bringing legislation in 2012 that tenants who were in properties too large for their purpose would be required to down size.  This begged the question as to where councils were to find the properties that would suit tenants who needed smaller houses.  At present properties designed for disabled people when they become vacant are being allocated to able bodied people and the disabled facilities removed.  This should not happen, these properties should only be allocated to other disabled people.
8. Date of next meeting:

The next meeting will be an Open Meeting in Gorebridge Primary School, Hunterfield Building on 8th August 2011 7.30 pm – 9 pm.  Transport will be arranged.
