Midlothian Tenants Forum
Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th June 2011 in Bonnyrigg Public Halls

Present: Alex Robertson Chairman, Ian Fleming Vice Chairman, Lillias Reid Secretary.  Ellen Robertson Treasurer, Peter Moonie, Jessie Robertson, Committee Members, Margaret Sneddon, Tenant Member
In Attendance: Councillor Jim Muirhead, Midlothian Council Cabinet Member for Housing and Community Safety and Stephen Clark Midlothian Council
Apologies for absence: Lesley Connell TP Officer  
The two Gorebridge members had emailed to say that for family reasons they would be unable to attend meetings for the foreseeable future but would return at a later date.
1. Welcome:
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Councillor Muirhead.
2. Councillor Muirhead:

The Forum had written to Councillor Muirhead expressing concern regarding owner-occupiers who refused to pay their share when work was required to be carried out to former council properties.  Although he had replied by email, he had kindly offered to come to the meeting to explain that owner occupiers were obliged to pay their share when repairs were necessary for instance for health and safety reasons.  Should the owner-occupiers refuse to pay their share appropriate action would be taken to recover the cost. However if the Council wished to make improvements or upgrade the building then no pressure can be put on the owner occupier to pay a share of the work.  
Councillor Muirhead asked if there were other issues the group wished to discuss.  Jarnac Court and Eskdaill Court both had common repairs to doors and lighting that had been reported a year ago but as far as the members were aware nothing had been done.  Councillor Muirhead would check this out as the repairs appeared not to require owner occupiers to pay a share although any substantial work would require shared input.  He would email Lillias with his findings.
Action: Councillor Muirhead
It was brought to the attention of the meeting that a badly damaged door at 38 Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg, despite first being reported five years ago and numerous times since and visits being made by the Clerk of Works nothing has been done.  As this door is the main entrance to the common stair, people coming from the pub at weekends use the stair as a toilet and this causes distress to the residents.  One resident who is an owner-occupier has indicated that she would be prepared to pay a share of having a door entry system fitted.  Council Muirhead would look into this and report back.
Action: Council Muirhead
Council Muirhead assured the Forum that he was keen to work alongside the group regarding issues raised by tenants.  He asked if the Forum had representatives in most areas but this is not the case as most issues are raised on the Estate Walkabouts.  At the next walkabout in Rosewell the matter of the lack of dropped kerbs for disabled access would be brought up.  Council Muirhead advised that known issues did not have to wait until the walkabout but could be reported beforehand to either himself or Kevin Anderson.

Councillor Muirhead suggested that it might be a good idea to circulate leaflets to tenants before an Estate Walkabout regarding issues that they may want to raise.  Perhaps the group could work with the TP Officer to produce something that could be circulated in advance.  
It would also be helpful if the group kept a record of outstanding issues with the date when they were reported to the Council so that further action could be taken.  It could be however that in some cases nothing could be done but reasons stating why should be reported back to the forum.
A member asked what happened when a complaint is made to the Council regarding untended gardens (and referred to one in particular with two old caravans parked in it).  Councillor Muirhead advised that the complaint be registered with the Council Call Centre so feedback could then be requested on what action was taken. If no action has been taken then the issue should be raised with the Councillor responsible for the area or Councillor Muirhead.  It is very difficult to force people to tend their gardens but in extreme cases the council could cut the grass and charge the occupant.

A member asked if it was possible that an elderly lady could have her grass cut for free.  This was not possible as everybody whose grass is cut by the Council has to pay a specific amount (£108 per annum for a small garden) and it would not be fair for one person to be treated differently.  A couple of members have their gardens tended privately and this may work out cheaper than the Council so perhaps the lady could source this.  The question of the quality of grass cutting was raised but it was pointed out that the service was only to help gardens getting out of hand and not a proper garden scheme.
3. Minutes of the previous Meeting:
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd May 2011 were proposed by Jessie Robertson and seconded by Margaret Sneddon.
4. Matters Arising:

There were no matters arising.
5. Secretary’s Report:
Lillias reported that Ellen, Jessie, Margaret and she had attended the BEEM AGM and that Alex, Ellen and Lillias’s nominations to the committee had been accepted.  The first BEEM Committee Meeting of the new session would take place on Monday 27th June 2011 at 12 pm in Thistle House, Haymarket.
6. Treasurer’s Report:
Ellen reported that the balance in hand was £142.66  
7. Estate Walkabouts:

The Estate Walkabout at Danderhall proved to be successful.  There were no real problems apart from drains that were silted up causing water to gather. This would be reported to 
the appropriate department for gully maintenance.

Action: Councillor Muirhead
Councillor Muirhead asked if the areas covered by the walkabouts were determined by the attending members.  The Chairman replied that this was the case.
8. AOCB
It had been reported to the Forum that the room in Bonnyrigg Public Halls had been booked for the month of July 2011 only.  The members asked for it to be booked for six months as no discussions had taken place yet as to where else meetings may be held and if the hall was not booked in advance then we might be left without a venue.  It was much easier to cancel if it was decided to hold a meeting elsewhere.  Stephen would attend to this.










Action: Stephen Clark
Stephen had produced a draft report on Tenants’ Day which was approved by the members.  He had also produced a report on the Tenant Participation Strategy Meeting that was held to discuss future objectives for Tenant Participation.  Stephen suggested that the members contact him with any comments they may have.
Stephen reported that he had received a traders’ permit for Newtongrange Gala Day on Saturday 11th June 2011.  Unfortunately no-one was available to attend this event.  Stephen would inform the organisers.  Alex and Ian had attended Mayfield Gala Day on Saturday 4th June and reported that that only two people showed an interest although the fact that the forum had a presence may prove useful. Lesley and Lillias would be attending Gorebridge Gala Day on Saturday 18th June 2011. 
Alex reported that he and Ian had attended a Health Café held by Gorebridge Community Council and Gorebridge Health and Regeneration Project on Saturday 28th May.   The meeting took the form of four small workshops that discussed anti-social behaviour, the role of the police, regeneration of Gorebridge and local health care.  Alex and Ian found the day very informative and observed that although the Scottish Government states that the doctor ratio in the Gorebridge area is oversubscribed at present, with all the new builds more doctors and not less would be needed to fulfil the requirements of health care in the future.                                                                                                                                                                                         

9. Date of next meeting:
The next meeting of Midlothian Tenants Forum will be held on Monday 4th July 2011 at 6.30 pm in Bonnyrigg Public Halls.
