MINUTES OF THE MIDLOTHIAN TENANTS FORUM MEETING
BONNYRIGG PUBLIC HALLS 2nd May 2011
Present: Alex Robertson Chairman, Ian Fleming Vice Chairman, Lillias Reid Secretary, Ellen Robertson Treasurer, Peter Moonie, Jessie Robertson Committee Member, Margaret Sneddon Forum Member
In Attendance: Lesley Bolan TP Officer
Apologies for absence: Sharon Dalgleish & Joan McKie Committee Members
1. Welcome: 
Alex welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Minutes of the previous meeting:
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th April 2011were proposed by Ian Fleming and seconded by Margaret Sneddon.
3. Matters Arising

Alex pointed out that he had received expenses which had not been minuted.  .
4. Secretary’s Report
Lillias reported that she had contacted the Scottish Government to ascertain whether the sale of Council Housing was part of the Scottish Housing Charter and was advised that it was not but was a stand-alone subject as part of the 2010 Housing (Scotland) Act.
The members discussed the Scottish Housing Charter discussion paper and decided that it was helpful to a degree, but did not give enough information on the subjects, and was too general in its content.
Lillias would convey these conclusions to BEEM who were compiling a response to send to the Scottish Government.








Action: Lillias.
Lillias asked who wished to attend the BEEM AGM which is being held on Saturday 4th June 2011 11 am – 2pm.  Ellen, Jessie, Lillias and Margaret would attend.  Alex, Ellen & Lillias were nominated to put their names forward to be voted on to the BEEM Committee.  Alex apologised that he was unable to attend the AGM as he would be representing MTF at Mayfield’s Gala Day.  

The Booking Forms and Nomination Papers would be sent off this week.
 
Action: Lillias
5. Boundary Discussion:

The members discussed the boundary changes and were not sure whether they only applied to elections or whether they would affect Midlothian Residents in other ways.  Lesley was asked if she could find out information regarding the boundary changes.  Lesley agreed to look into it and report back at the next meeting.







Action: Lesley
6. Treasurer’s Report:

Ellen reported that the balance in hand was £264.  A couple of members had still not cashed their expenses cheques.

7.  Estate Walkabouts:

Lesley provided the members with a detailed report on the Dalkeith Walkabout.  
Alex expressed his disappointment that external work still had not been done at Jarnac Court in the two years since it was first reported.  An inspection of Jarnac Court was raised and completed within 7 days and the light fitting was fixed on Monday 2 May.
The poor condition of the property is a bad reflection on the Council and using the excuse that owner-occupiers would not pay their share is felt by the forum not good enough and that the Council should use their powers and use a Statutory Notice.  This area is after all the centre of Dalkeith and one of the first things that visitors see.  Eskdaill Court also had some problems but was an improvement on before due to a letter that was sent to all residents in the stair.  The Gibraltar area was found to have no real problems.
After discussion it was decided that a letter regarding owner-occupiers not paying their share  should be sent to Councillor Jim Muirhead in his capacity as Spokesman for Council Housing and copied to the Scottish Housing Regulator.  
8. Lesley Bolan – Tenants Day

Lesley presented the Forum with ideas for the Tenants Day on 21st May 2011.  The members agreed that changing the name to Midlothian Tenants Day was a good idea as the word ‘Conference’ could be seen as too formal.  Hopefully the change of name will generate more interest.

Guest speakers would talk on a number of current housing issues including tackling anti-social behaviour, mediation, tenant participation and new builds.  Other organisations would be invited to have information stalls and there would also be a free prize draw.
The idea was put forward that Melvlille Housing Association Tenants be invited to boost the number of attendees.  The majority of members decided that Melville Tenants should not participate in the event as the Forum represents the Council Tenants of Midlothian.  
Two options for catering were discussed.  The Cavalier could supply a pizza and pasta buffet and Midlothian Council Catering sandwiches and cakes.  It was decided that as the price for both buffets was much the same to have the Midlothian Council Catering as it has always been very satisfactory in the past.
To market the event Black Diamond FM would advertise the event.  An advert would also appear in the Midlothian Newsletter and the Advertiser.  Posters will be put up in Libraries, leisure centres, doctors’ surgeries and the council offices.





Lillias reported that she had emailed an invitation to all the Councillors but so far Lesley Thacker and Margot Russell had replied with apologies due other commitments.   

A letter of invitation would be sent to 212 interested tenants.

A discussion on the Right-to-Buy took place and it was decided that this should not be a subject for the Tenants Day.

9. AOCB:

There being no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting.

10. Date of the next meeting:

The next meeting of Midlothian Tenants Forum will take place on Monday 6 June 2011 at 6.15 pm in Bonnyrigg Public Halls.
